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      Last fall 2015, Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, made an historic visit to our nation. He was 
the first Pope in history to address a joint session of the United States Congress. He spoke with 
courage and wisdom, praising our nation for the freedoms that we enjoy and stating that he is 
pleased with America as “a land of dreams”. “Dreams which lead to action, to participation, to 
commitment. Dreams which awaken what is deepest and truest in the life of a people.  

      “In recent centuries, millions of people came to this land to pursue their dream of building a 
future in freedom. We, the people of this continent (Pope Francis is from Argentina), are not 
fearful of foreigners, because most of us were once foreigners. I say this to you as the son of 
immigrants, knowing that so many of you are also descended from immigrants.” 

      The Holy Father went on to call for the reform of immigration policy in our nation. He 
mentioned that the entire world is facing a refugee crisis, and that that crisis is greater than 
anything we have seen since the Second World War. “This presents us with great challenges and 
many hard decisions. On this continent, too, thousands of persons are led to travel north in search 
of a better life for themselves and for their loved ones, in search of greater opportunities. Is this 
not what we want for our own children? We must not be taken aback by their numbers, but rather 
view them as persons, seeing their faces and listening to their stories, trying to respond as best 
we can to their situation. To respond in a way which is always humane, just and fraternal. We 
need to avoid a common temptation nowadays: to discard whatever proves troublesome. Let us 
remember the Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Matthew 
7:12) 

      The words of Pope Francis were strong and bold, challenging the leaders of our nation to 
respond compassionately to those who are escaping poverty, deprivation and persecution. They 
echoed the sentiments of Catholic social teaching by popes and bishops over the past century and 
a half. That social teaching is grounded in the Scriptures, the word of God, and we must heed its 
call. 

      I was reminded in Pope Francis sentiments, of his predecessor St. John Paul II: “Our world is 
entering the new millennium burdened by the contradictions of an economic, cultural and 
technological progress which offers immense possibilities to a fortunate few, while leaving 
millions of others not only on the margins of progress but in living conditions far below the 
minimum demanded by human dignity.” (St. John Paul II, in his apostolic letter at the close of 
the great Jubilee of the year 2000, Novo Millenio Ineunte) 

      I was reminded also of our own United States bishops who have also called for the reform of 
immigration policy. www.usccb.org 

       Other than the Native American Indian, we are a nation of immigrants. Our ancestors came 
to this land of promise for many reasons. Some sought financial security for themselves and their 

http://www.usccb.org/


children. Others had no option. They were fleeing persecution, religious or political. They were 
malnourished and starving. They had no opportunities for advancement. They may have heard 
not only of “streets paved with gold”, but of the precious freedoms that our Constitution 
promotes and defends, “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” - and especially for many of 
them, freedom of religion and the separation of church and state. 

      We must never forget our origins. Our forebears risked their lives in a perilous journey 
through unknown waters, and then they helped create new beginnings in a country more complex 
and challenging than they may have imagined. The gospel does not permit us today to close 
ranks and make even more forbidding the journey of immigrants to our nation. Quite the 
opposite is true. 

      Does not Christ warn us in the parable of the last judgment, that we are to welcome the 
stranger, and in doing so welcome Him. And that the failure to do so risks our salvation? 

Peace, Father Bruce 


